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ﬂIn o dn Trends in lung cancer and smoking
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Lung camer hos emenmed as a major cause of death
thiz cenmmy (fizure 1 ). Some of the increase in the

early part of the century i atrributable o im-
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B0 aoof all male deaths and 4% of all female deatlis

Moare than 3-fold increase in deaths since in 1950
I the 1940% and 505 lung cancer was the most
rpickly inerepsing cose of cancer momality o
mvens. This trend reversed in che 19605 and 70s, and
irwartality mares are now declining in men in oll age
gronaps (Fgure 2). Mevertheless, lung camcer re-
mains the commeonest conse of cancer mortalicy in
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Commomest case of cancer death in men

Commonest cmese of cancer deach in women in Scorland

Adver breast cancer, the second commonest cause of cancer

death in women in Eﬁj_liill'..‘l and Wales

Chver the last 50 vears, lung cancer morralicy has ,@
risen Yefold in women. Mormality mites have re-

cently begun b decline in vounger women, bt

rates continue o imcrease in older women {figure Figure 2:  Male mortality from hﬂmh‘l“-"ﬂ“'ﬂ‘ﬁ'
i, note different scale). Lung comcer remains the of decth, England & Wales 1921-90
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This substantial ncrease in ||'.-n|_'| cancer i artribuc- E Ll T
ahle to the widesprend uptake of cigarerte smoking 1 .
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ginring of the century, but by the end of the g e
Secomd World War, more than 80%: of men and .
A0%: of women smoked. 20N —
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The proposticn of men who smoke has declined = = A G —O—0—n
steswcdily simee the lte | 9405, In women, the preva- {349 15845 POMESO  IBEGD  TBGG-TD  1OTGED 98550
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amcking has declied in both sexes since then and
1% of men and 29% of women currently smake m.rl F F-'rdarrutﬂ?[rﬂnw wb‘r#“ﬂm
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variacion in smoing wichin the UK with the

highest levels found in Scorland and the Moeth of = fpa oo
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The risk of lung cancer depends mose serongly on oo
the duration of smoking, but also on the amount b .
smoked daily and the rar yield of the clgarene z
smoked. Given thar patterns of smoking have o
varied from generation to peneration ard chat R
smoking becams common in men some 25 years 200
earlier than in women, a person’s smoking history 1 = i |
- and hence current risk of lung cancer - s sorongly 182630 195640 M5 IESEED  1DSEPD  ISTHD  1EES-50
influenced by their ape, sex and year of biech m Yodr of death Source: CIRCS
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